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picture in cheap twopenny papers of semi-naked film stars
were taken from the suit-case.
From a political point of view, the third of the Pope's
principal encyclicals is, perhaps, the most important. It
deals with the question of the working classes of the world,
and is designed to implement, and bring up-to-date, the
famous encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, in which he practi-
cally advised the workers of the world to wake up and
indeed unite.
Pope Pius XI deals fully with the position of capital and
labour, and on another occasion during the slump he attacked
capitalism for not dealing with the sufferings of the workers
more humanely. It must be said that the Pope's letter
shows leanings towards the Corporate State of Fascism.
He says with regard to private property: "First, let it be
made clear beyond all doubt that neither Leo XIII, nor
those theologians who have taught under the guidance and
direction of the Church, have ever denied or called in
question the two-fold aspect of ownership, which is indi-
vidual or social according as it regards individuals or
concerns the common good. Their unanimous contention
has always been that the right to own private property
has been given to man by nature, or rather by the Creator
Himself, not only in order that individuals may be able to
provide for their own needs and those of their family, but
also that by means of it the goods which the Creator has
destined for the human race may truly serve this purpose.
There is a double danger to be avoided, individualism and
collectivism.
"Most helpful are the efforts of those who seek to define
the boundaries imposed by the requirements of social life
upon the right of ownership itself, or upon its use.